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THE BRISTOL PORT COMPANY as the Competent Harbour Authority for that part of 
Bristol’s harbour described as “the designated harbour” in the Port of Bristol Harbour Revision 
Order 1993 (SI 1993 No. 2974), acting under powers contained in the Pilotage Act, 1987, 
gives the following Pilotage Directions to have effect from 1st April 2006. These Directions 
supersede those issued by THE BRISTOL PORT COMPANY which had effect from 1st April 
1996. 
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PILOTAGE DIRECTIONS 
(The Pilotage Act 1987, Section 7) 

 
Compulsory Pilotage 
 
1.  The Bristol Port Company directs that pilotage shall be compulsory for vessels (not being 

those specified in Section 7(3), Her Majesty’s ships, foreign warships nor, whilst engaged in 
the servicing or repair or navigational aids, vessels owned by or acting on behalf of Trinity 
House) navigating: 
 

 (1) Within Bristol’s harbour and its approaches (See Note 1) which come within any one of 
the following descriptions: 

 (a) Vessels carrying explosives of 1 tonne or more in quantity (See Note 2); 
 (b) Vessels carrying dangerous goods or marine pollutants in bulk (See Note 3); 

(c) Vessels of 85 metres length or more overall;  
 (d) Tows of vessels (See Note 4) where the length overall of the vessel towed or the 

aggregate of the lengths overall of the vessels towed is 50 metres or more; 
 (e) Passenger vessels with passengers embarked (See Note 6). 
  
 (2) In addition to the criteria in paragraph 1 above, pilotage is compulsory for the following, 

in that part of Bristol’s harbour which lies within the River Avon (See Note 5)  
(a) Vessels of 50 metres or more length overall; 
(b) Sailing vessels of 40 metres or more length between perpendiculars; 

 

Advance Notice 
 
2.  The Bristol Port Company directs that vessels, not being vessels transiting Bristol’s harbour, 

which require the services of a pilot shall give such advance notice of that requirement as 
may be stipulated by Notice to Mariners or other appropriate notification and pay by way of 
penalty such charge as may be specified in the Schedule of Charges for failure to give that 
advance notice or failure on the part of the vessel to arrive or depart within three hours of 
the notified time. 
 

Embarkation and Disembarkation 
 
3.  The Bristol Port Company directs that every vessel, which requires the service of a pilot, 

unless other arrangements have been made in advance, either 
(a) On arrival embark or on departure disembark their pilot at Breaksea pilot boarding 

and clearing station; or 
(b) If proceeding from or to another Severn Estuary port situated east of Breaksea, as 

appropriate embark or disembark their pilot at that port. 
(c) On departure embark or on arrival disembark their pilot at the vessel’s allocated 

berth in Bristol’s Royal Portbury, Avonmouth or City Docks. 
 

Assistant Pilots 
 
4.  The Bristol Port Company directs that any vessel deemed to pose particular shiphandling 

difficulties or other hazard by virtue of its size; draught or unusual characteristics shall 
embark an assistant pilot for all or part of any passage in the harbour area. 
 
Additionally, any vessel by virtue of its size, draught or unusual characteristics is deemed, 
whilst navigating, to be likely to pose a hazard to other vessels using the harbour shall 
embark an assistant pilot. 
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PILOTAGE DIRECTIONS 
 

Notes 
 

Note 1: Bristol’s harbour is as defined in Schedule 1, Part II of the Bristol Port and Harbour 
Revision Order 1972 (SI 1972 No. 1931) as amended by SI 1976 No.1067 and SI 1993 
No. 2974.  (excludes Bristol City Docks and Portishead pier estate) 
 

Note 2: Explosives means goods of Class 1 in the IMDG Code or explosives of Class 1 in Part 1 of 
Schedule 1 of the Dangerous Substances in Harbour Areas Regulations 1987 (SI 1987 
No. 37), but excludes explosives in Division 1.4. 
 

Note 3: The Regulations referred to in this Note are the Merchant Shipping (Dangerous Goods 
and Marine Pollutants) Regulations 1997. Terms used include the following:- 

(a) ‘Dangerous Goods’ means goods classified in the IMDG Code, or falling within 
the defining criteria 1 to 9 of the IMDG Code. 

(b) ‘Marine Pollutant’ means a substance classified as such in the IMDG Code; or 
as a noxious substance in the IBC Code. 

(c) ‘In bulk’ means directly and without intermediate form of containment. 
 

Note 4: A towed vessel in this context will include any vessel, barge, pontoon or other floating 
structure (whether manned or unmanned) which is not fitted with a means of mechanical 
propulsion or, if so fitted, does not have such means of mechanical propulsion available 
for immediate use. 
 

Note 5: The River Avon is bounded seaward by an imaginary line joining Wharf Point to the South 
Pier Lighthouse Avonmouth and, for the purpose of Pilotage Direction No. 1 only, to 
landward by the Avon Bridge at Bristol and by the outer lockgates of the entrance lock to 
Bristol’s Floating Harbour. 
 

Note 6: “Passenger vessels” means vessels holding a valid passenger certificate which permits 
them to proceed to sea or on any voyage or excursion carrying more than twelve 
passengers. “Passengers” means any one or more persons as defined in Section 26 of 
the Merchant Shipping (Safety Convention) Act 1949 
 

 


